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VIE newsletter is back with a new name and a
fresher and brighter look! We will be bringing
many exciting news and updates on innovation
and entrepreneurship in SUTD to you!
In this issue, we highlight some of the great
achievements of SUTD founders, current
entrepreneurship programmes that are going
on, as well as upcoming events that are
happening soon!
Also check out our upgraded website and do
give us a follow on our Facebook & Instagram by
scanning the QR code!

WHAT’S INSIDE
❖ Startup Highlights
❖ Current events
❖ Upcoming events
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Startup Highlights

The rise of influencers in creating brand
Scan the QR code below for more
awareness has taken the world by storm in information on Affable.ai and their product:
the last decade.
Swayam Narain an SUTD alumni, had the
foresight to anticipate this and he co-founded
Affable which matches brands with the right
influencers and then manages and measures
the impact of these marketing campaigns.
Affable has grown exponentially since its
launch in 2017, having raised an initial
S$1million (US$747,000) seed funding in less
than 7 months after the company was
registered. The company has also been able
to gain a steady stream of customers and has
won accolades including Influencer
Marketing Hub’s Top 10 Software 2021 and
G2 High Performer Spring 2021.
In May this year, Affable raised a total of
US$2 million investment from Prime Venture
Partners, Decacorn Capital and SG Innovate
to expand its operations globally and boost
the adoption of its influencer digital
marketing platform in the international
markets, in particular the US.
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Startup Highlights

COVID-19 has turned the lives of people
upside down in the last 18 months. In the
face of this global crisis, BEEP Technologies
has played a vital role in the fight against
COVID-19 in Singapore.
During the height of the COVID-19 pandemic,
BEEP together with Temasek Foundation and
Warburg Vending, developed the software
and platform that aided the nation-wide Stay
Masked campaign. BEEP’s contribution led to
the distribution of approximately 30 million
masks across 1,200 vending machines in
Singapore.
Most recently, BEEP has ventured into the
field of electronic vehicles (EV) and
successfully launched its EV Charging
Solutions in May 2021. The launch event was
graced by guests such as former director of
Energy Market Authority, Dr Sujay Kuttan,
partners & advisors from Temasek
Foundation, Heads of EV solutions from
Schneider Electric, partners from Ingenico
International & ST Engineering and eMobility experts from Porsche Asia Pacific.

Scan the QR code for more information on
BEEP Technologies and their services:
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Startup Highlights

Few would dare think about venturing
into the unchartered territory of the
Singapore space ecosystem. Bifrost
decided that nothing is stopping them
from advancing into the growing and
flourishing space industry.
Founded by Charles Wong and Aravind
Kandiah, Bifrost uses synthetic data to help
developers build geospatial AI models. In
2020, Bifrost participated in the Techstars
Space Programme, an aviation/space
accelerator programme based in Los Angeles
and garnered the interest of NASA which
subsequently came onboard as a customer.
Most recently, Bifrost raised seed
funding led by Wavemaker Partners
and joined by other venture capital
investors such as Sequoia India, Cap
Vista and Lux Capital, and Hustle
Fund. The award-winning start-up
has garnered massive success since
its inception, from building 3D
worlds and synthetic images that
help detect pirate ships to putting
spacecraft on Mars.

Scan the QR Code to find out more
about Bifrost.
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Current events

Venture Building Programme Run 2
The 12-week journey for the participants of
the 2nd run of the SUTD Venture Building
Programme came to a close on 28 Jun.
Kudos to our VB graduates who endured an
intense curriculum to learn the foundations
of building a venture from scratch!

We wish the founders all the best as they
continue to the next phase of growth and
continue incubating in SUTD.

From curated workshops to learning first
hand from the best of serial entrepreneurs
and startup founders, the program
equipped the venture builders with the
necessary tools and resources as aspiring
entrepreneurs to build a strong foundation
in entrepreneurship.

National Lean Launchpad Run 4

The programme culminated in a demo day
graced by Ong Peng Tsin, Managing Partner
and Co-founder of Monks Hill Ventures,
Saurav Bhattacharya, CEO of Quantum
Inventions, Yew Jingxi, Deputy Director of
Enterprise SG and Patrick Yeo, Partner, PWC
Venture Hub. The founders impressed with
their innovative and disruptive solutions
and piqued the interest of many investors
in the audience. The pitches from the 12
teams also showcased the development
and growth of the founders and their ideas
over the past three months.

It is a new season for the National Lean
Launchpad Programme! Research teams
in the IoT, robotics and medtech sectors
are participating in the 4th run of this
program in SUTD. Through the lean
methodology, the principal investigators
and researchers will validate their
technology through customer feedback
and develop a suitable business model
to deliver their solutions. Wishing the
teams all the best in this 10 weeks of
intense experiential learning as they
discover the critical success factors for
commercialising their technologies.
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Upcoming events

Did you know that we traditionally host the $10K Competition every year?
However, with the onset of COVID-19 in late 2019, the competition was
unfortunately held back last year. But its is making its way back and returning
better than before!
With the increased support from our partners, MIT Club and JA Academy, the
$10K competition has been expanded into a national level competition while the
prize pool has been raised to $30,000 and the winner bringing back with them a
total of $15,000! Inviting student teams from Singapore’s top tech universities –
NUS, NTU and SUTD, the competition would no doubt be a fierce and exciting
one.

For more information

Standing out through design innovation

Follow us on social media!

